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Welcome 

Since 1972, The Apprenticeshop has been dedicated to 
inspiring personal growth through craftsmanship, com-
munity and traditions of the sea.  
Located on the waterfront in Rockland Maine, the  
Apprenticeshop offers hands-on programing for youth 
and adults that ranges from 2 hours to 2 years. Students 
of all ages come here from around the world to learn 
traditional boatbuilding skills, sailing and maritime arts.  
Inspired by the education philosophies of Kurt Hahn 
and his Outward Bound programs, the Shop was found-
ed by Lance Lee in Bath, Maine in 1972. Today we  
continue to operate with the idea that education should 
encourage both thought and action simultaneously, not 
one or the other.  
In 2012, we celebrate 40 years of operation. The Ap-
prenticeshop is recognized as one of the finest and old-
est traditional boatbuilding schools in the country. 

Location 

Because of its thousands of miles of coastline, thousands 
of islands and acres of forested land, Maine holds a natu-
ral attraction for wooden boatbuilders and sailors.  
The Apprenticeshop is located in Rockland, a city of just 
under 10,000 people in mid-coast Maine. Shipbuilding, 
lime processing, granite quarrying and commercial fisher-
ies have all been part of Rocklandõs past. Today the har-
bor remains a working waterfront supported by Main 
Streetõs many art galleries, restaurants, shops, museums, 
B&Bs and other lodgings.  
An active year round community, Rockland hosts a num-
ber of summer waterfront festivals including a Blues Fes-
tival, Lobster Festival and Boat Show. Nearby, there is 
plenty of green space offering opportunities to explore, 
camp, hike, canoe and kayak. 

Rockland is accessible via Knox County Municipal Air-
port and Concord Coach Bus Lines. The Maine State Fer-
ry operates from a terminal on Main Street, just a short 
distance from the Apprenticeshop. 

643 Main Street Rockland, ME 04841 
www.apprenticeshop.org 

Our Campus 

The Apprenticeshop sits on 2.5 acres of waterfront at 
the north end of Main Street in Rockland. The campus 
consists of an administration building, shop, outbuild-
ings and a 400õ pier. The administration building houses 
offices, a maritime library and meeting space. Our  
3-story, 11,000 square foot boatbuilding shop is 
equipped with stationary and hand held power tools 
throughout and along with space for Intensive Program 
projects and workshops, can accommodates the con-
struction of 6-8 boats, up to 28õ in length. 
Our pier and floats offer three seasons of boating for 
Rockland Community Sailing students and the entire 
Apprenticeshop community. 
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Marlinspike Seamanship (Decorative Knot Work) 
Do you get frustrated trying to tie fancy knots from a book? Have you forgotten how to 
make that Turkõs head bracelet you wore every summer as a kid? Canõt find decent rope to 
work with anymore? This workshop will help you learn the basics of decorative knot work, 
along with some suggestions on where to find tools and materials. Weõll go over the 
fundamentals such as wall and crown knotting, coverings, mats and even a Turkõs head. 
Participants will go home with several small items completed that day, along with some skills 
and maybe the courage to try more complicated projects. 
 

Date:  Tuesday, July 31 
Time:  9:00 to 4:00 
Price:  $85.00 

FUNDAMENTALS  
 

When new apprentices start their 2-year program, they must first learn the basics: how to sharpen chisels, tune up and 
use hand tools, tie knots and more. These skills are the foundation of traditional boatbuilding and all classes we offer. 
We now offer Fundamental Skills as one-day workshops. Class size limited to 8. 

Tuning and Using Vintage Hand Tools 
Is the old plane your grandfather gave you collecting dust? Are you wondering if the chisel 
you saw on eBay was worth the money? Are you frustrated because you canõt get your block 
plane to cut right? This workshop will show you what to look for when buying vintage (or 
new) edge tools and how to refurbish, set, and use them. Participants are encouraged to 
bring a few old hand tools such as planes or chisels that might need cleaning or tuning.  
 

Date:  Saturday, April 28  or  Wednesday, August 29 
Time:  9:00 to 4:00 
Price:  $85.00 

2012 Programs & Workshops One-Day 
Workshops 
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Fundamentals of Sharpening 
Learn what sharp really means and discover inexpensive ways to create a simple sharpening 
system. Weõll cover grinding, honing, polishing, bringing old blades back to life and touch on 
sharpening other shop tools such as knifes and saws. Participants are encouraged to bring a 
chisel or plane blade that needs sharpening. 
 

Date:  Saturday, April 14  or  Tuesday, August 28 
Time:  9:00 to 4:00  
Price:  $85.00 

Hand Tool Skills and Basic Joinery 
Now that your tools are tuned up and sharp, itõs time to start working some wood! In this 
workshop weõll learn basic techniques for using hand planes and chisels safely, including 
laying out, marking and cutting a few basic joints. Participants are encouraged to bring a 
working plane and chisel, along with other basic tools they might like to use for making 
simple joints. 
 

Date:  Saturday, May 5  or  Thursday, August 30 
Time:  9:00 to 4:00 
Price:  $85.00 
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SKILL BUILDING WORKSHOPS  
 

These 2-day weekend and weekday or 4-evening courses are designed to be less intensive than our week-long work-
shops, but more than just an overview. In the boatbuilding skills workshops, taught by professional boatbuilders, 
the materials covered are distilled, concise and represent time-honored traditional techniques. Here you can develop 
boatbuilding skills and take home practices that are adaptable for many other projects.  
Beyond boatbuilding, in these workshops you can learn to steam planks to build a toboggan or how to use tradition-
al tools to build oars, half hulls or tie marlinspike knots. All materials are provided. Class size is limited to 6. 

2012 Programs & Workshops Skill 
Workshops 

Toboggan Building 
Our most popular workshop! Try your hand at bending, sanding, 
finishing and fastening to produce a 2ð to 4-person toboggan to take 
home. It will be suitable for racing or simple family fun. All tools and 
materials provided. Limited to 6 building teams of up to 4 persons. A 
great family or youth group workshop.  
 

Dates:  Three weekends to choose from! 
  Nov 3 & 4 Nov 10 & 11 Dec 1 & 2 
Time:  Sat & Sun, 9:00 to 5:00 
Price:  $265.00 + $75.00 materials fee 

Lofting Weekend 
Understanding the art of lofting a traditional small boat by laying down 
and fairing lines in this skill building workshop. Learn how to read 
tables of offsets and develop lines as you move toward a deeper 
understanding of how to translate and draw boat plans to full size in 
multiple perspectives.  
 

Dates:   May 26 & 27  or  October 6 & 7 
Time:   Sat & Sun, 9:00 to 5:00 
Price:   $265.00 
 

Want a more extensive Lofting & Backbone course? See page 6. 

Planking Weekend 
Learn the basics of fitting and hanging a lapstrake plank, including lining 
off the planks, spiling, beveling, cutting a gain and using copper rivets. 
Each student will have the opportunity to work on their own plank on a 
real boat. All tools and materials supplied. 
 

Dates:   June 2 & 3  or  October 13 & 14 
Time:   Sat & Sun, 9:00 to 5:00 
Price:   $265.00 
 

Want a more extensive Planking & Framing course? See page 6. 



Half Hull Modeling  
Create a half hull model to understand the design of a traditional boat or simply create your 
own piece of maritime art. Youõll use traditional tools to produce an accurate representation 
of a boat. Each student will take home a simple and elegant half hull model made during 
class. Class size limited to 6.            Price: $199.00 + $20.00 materials 
 

Dates:  Weekend  February 25 & 26 9:00 to 4:00 
 Evenings, M/W   May 7, 9, 14 & 16  5:30 to 8:30 pm 
 Weekdays, W & Th August 22 & 23  9:00 to 4:00 
 Evenings, T/Th   Sept 4, 6, 11 & 13  5:30 to 8:30 pm 
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2012 Programs & Workshops Maritime 
Arts 

Oar Making 
Learn the basics of patterning, cutting, shaping and finishing a pair of oars, mostly with hand tools, 
as you craft a useful heirloom. Each participant will take home a finished pair of oars. Please specify 
length needed when registering. Class size limited to 6.          Price: $199.00 + $40.00 materials 
 

Dates:  Weekend  April 21 & 22  9:00 to 4:00 
 Weekdays, W/Th August 15 & 16  9:00 to 4:00 
 Evenings, M/W Sep 24, 26, Oct 1 & 3 5:30 to 8:30 pm 

Canvas Bucket 
Every boat needs a good deck bucket. Traditional canvas buckets not only look great, but they donõt 
make a lot of noise or scratch up your bright work, and they collapse to store easily. In this class, 
youõll learn the basics of hand sewing, splicing, seizing and making rope grommets as you construct 
this handsome and very useful product. All tools supplied. Class size limited to 6. 
               Price: $199.00 + $20.00 materials 
 

Dates:   Weekdays, W/Th August 1 & 2      9:00 to 4:00 

Sailorõs Ditty Bag 
Learn the basics of hand sewing and marlinspike knot work as you construct a traditional canvas 
ditty bag, often the first project for a sailmakerõs apprentice. Learn to use traditional tools such as a 
Swedish fid and sailmakerõs palm to sew your bag, complete with hand-stitched grommets. 
Participants will also learn to tie sennits, crown knots and a Turkõs head to create a decorative 
lanyard with handle to splice onto the bag. All tools supplied. Class limited to 6. 
               Price: $199.00 + $20.00 materials 
 

Dates: Weekend  March 10 & 11    9:00 to 4:00 
 Evenings, M/W October 22, 24, 29 & 31   5:30 to 8:30 pm 

Greenland Kayak Paddle 
In just a few hours you can build a wooden Greenland kayak paddle. With an in-line, low profile 
blade orientation and custom to the paddler size, you will be pleased to learn the advantages and 
history of this ancient paddle style as you craft it from a single piece of lumber. Join guest instructor 
Andrew Malcomb and Dwarka Boatworks in this traditional skills workshop. 
                 Price: $199.00+ $20.00 materials 
 

Date:  Wednesday August 8 9:00 to 5:00 


